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1. MORDECAI CHEN, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF LAPIDOTH (ISRAEL'S 

ONLY OIL DRILLING CONTRACTING COMPANY) TOLD EMBOFF ON NOV. 24 THAT 
HIS COMPANY CURRENTLY HAS DRILLING OPERATIONS AT FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS: (1) ASHDOD-PRESENT DEPTH 2,500 METERS, 

PLANNED DEPTH 3,500 METERS; (2) LOT-WEST OF DEAD SEA 
IN SEDOM AREA, CURRENT DEPTH OF 2,500 METERS; (3) JEBEL 
HILAL IN NORTHERN SINAI, PRESENT DEPTH OF 3,100 
METERS, PLANNED DEPTH OF 4,000 METERS; AND (4) YAGUR-- 
IN CARMEL RANGE SOUTHEAST OF HAIFA, PRESENT DEPTH OF 
2,500 METERS, PLANNED DEPTH OF 4,200 METERS. 

2. CHEN EXPECTED THAT LAPIDOTH WOULD SOON RECEIVE TWO 
ADDITIONAL DRILLING RIGS FROM DISBANDING NETIVEI NEFT 

AND ONE QUOTE DEEP-DRILLING UNQUOTE RIG PURCHASED FROM U.S. 

LATTER CAPABLE OF ATTAINING DEPTH OF 6,000 METERS AND 
WOULD START OPERATIONS NEAR HELETZ (EAST OF ASHKELON), 

ISRAEL'S ONLY OIL-PRODUCING FIELD AT PRESENT. 
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3. YAGUR OPERATIONS CAME TO HALT IN EARLY NOV WHEN 
DRILLING EQUIPMENT WAS CAUGHT IN 250-METER LAYER OF BASALT- 
LIKE ROCK. CHEN EXPECTS SPONSORING GROUP (SONOL, GOVERN- 
MENT OIL INVESTMENTS CO.. MCCLURE. PAZ, AND DELEK) WILL 
APPROVE CONTINUATION PROVIDED LAPIDOTH IS ABLE TO PENETRATE 
BASALT LAYER. (YAGUR DRILLING IS CONTINUATION OF 1964 
EFFORT WHICH STOPPED AT 1,300 METERS. INTENTION IS TO 

REACH JURASSIC AND TRIASSIC LAYERS PREVIOUSLY UNEXPLORED 
IN CARMEL.) 

4. ISRAELI OIL EXPERTS HAVE STATED THAT TWO QUOTE MOST 
PROMISING UNQUOTE OFFSHORE AREAS ARE AT-TUR IN GULF OF 
SUEZ AND AREA NORTH OF EL ARISH OFF SINAI COAST. THEY 
REPORTEDLY HAVE PLANS TO DRILL IN BOTH AREAS. FORMER 
DRILLING OPERATIONS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN WERE UNSUCCESSFUL 
BUT THERE ARE HOPES THAT WITH IMPROVED UNDERWATER 
DRILLING EQUIPMENT OIL CAN BE FOUND. ACCORDING TO RECENT 
PRESS REPORT, ISRAELIS ARE ALREADY DRILLING ON SHORE AT 
AT-TUR AND WILL BEGIN OFFSHORE OPERATIONS AFTER 

HIRE OF SURVEY/DRILL SHIP. 

DUNNIGAN 
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